20040826.ba v03_n696.bam.20040826

>From ???@??? Thu Aug 26 09:24:13 2004 -0500
Message-Id: <200408261423.i7QENt2G028762@sco.theporch.com>
Date: Thu, 26 Aug 2004 09:23:28 CDT
From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 3696

			    BOATANCHORS Digest 3696

Topics covered in this issue include:

  1) Re: Reconing Speakers
	by "RJ Mattson" <rjmattson@hvi.net>
  2) Re: Reconing Speakers
	by Roy Morgan <roy.morgan@nist.gov>
  3) Re: Crystal adapter
	by "Joe Curry" <jjcurry@sbcglobal.net>
  4) Re: VOMs
	by charlesmorris@direcway.com
  5) Re: VOMs
	by "Paul Christensen" <w9ac@arrl.net>
  6) Whole lotta nothin' - giveaway
	by rtg@ee.duke.edu (Rhett T. George)
  7) Re: Crystal Adapter
	by "b. smith" <smithab11@comcast.net>
  8) Re: VOMs
	by Tom Norris <r390a@bellsouth.net>
  9) Re : VOM's
	by =?iso-8859-1?Q?Andr=E9_Guibert?= <aguibert@sympatico.ca>
 10) Re: Crystal adapter
	by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu>
 11) VOM's
	by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu>
 12) Re: Need National NC-300/400 cabinet
	by Mike Steussy - AE4R <ae4r@erols.com>
 13) Re: Reconing Speakers - Advent poo poo
	by stuck in 50s <polepeeg@ba-watch.org>
 14) Re: VOM's
	by w8au@sssnet.com
 15) (no subject)
	by Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net>
 16) Looking for Change 1 to TM 11-5820-277-35
	by WA5CAB@cs.com
 17) Re: VOM's
	by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
 18) Re: VOM's
	by "James C. Garland" <4cx250b@muohio.edu>
 19) Re: Reconing Speakers - Advent poo poo
	by stuck in 50s <polepeeg@ba-watch.org>
 20) Re: VOM's
	by "Paul Christensen" <w9ac@arrl.net>
 21) Re: your mail
	by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu>
 22) VOMs, VTVMs
	by "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu>

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Message-ID: <029801c48ad0$dd949770$6fb30642@Laptop>
From: "RJ Mattson" <rjmattson@hvi.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: "Eldad" <Eldad@HVC.RR.com>
Subject: Re: Reconing Speakers
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 14:25:13 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Roy
Please add:  Eldad, K2AB of  "Sound Company" to the list. I have copied him,
so
he can contact you with additional info if needed.
He is a full service shop i.e. meters, speakers to full tube radio repair.
bob...w2ami

----- Original Message ----- 
From: "Roy Morgan" <roy.morgan@nist.gov>
To: "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 25, 2004 11:48 AM
Subject: Reconing Speakers


> At 06:57 PM 8/24/2004 -0500, Dave N7RK wrote:
> >Can anyone recommend a person/company that will rebuild and or recone
> >speakers?
>
> Here are my collected speaker repair places:
>
>
> This lady in Michigan does outstanding work and is trustworthy and honest
>
> JUDITH FULKERSON/OXFORD  248 628 5051.  FAX: 628-8983
> REPAIRS/REBUILDS SPEAKER CONES.
> ABOUT $125 EACH FOR JBL CENTURY L-100 3 WAY. ABOUT $50 PER 8
> INCH.
>
>       Here is another speaker reconing shop I highly recommend as he has
> done a number of hi-fi speakers for me.
>
>       Tri-State Loudspeaker
>       Dennis McNeill
>       650 Franklin Avenue
>       Aliquippa, Pa. 15001
>
>       724-375-9203
>
>       Website at  http://www.nauticom.net/www/speakers
>
>       E-Mail to   speakers@nauticom.net
>
> You might try Miller Sound I have purchased reconing supplies from them
> and they also do speaker reconing.
>     Miller Sound                    millerspkr@aol.com
>    1422 Taylor rd.
>    Landsdale Pa.
>    19446
>
>  > Hank Brazeal
>  > Antique Speaker Repair
>  > 541 Shades Crest Road
>  > Hoover, AL 35226
>  > 205-823-9257
>
> Please report your experience, or other sources you find.
>
> Roy
>
> - Roy Morgan, K1LKY since 1959 - Keep 'em Glowing!
> 7130 Panorama Drive, Derwood MD 20855
> Home: 301-330-8828 Work: Voice: 301-975-3254,  Fax: 301-948-6213
> roy.morgan@nist.gov --
>
>

------------------------------
Message-Id: <5.1.1.5.2.20040825143828.02d16b88@mailserver.nist.gov>
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 14:44:31 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Roy Morgan <roy.morgan@nist.gov>
Subject: Re: Reconing Speakers
Cc: "Eldad" <Eldad@HVC.RR.com>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

Bob, Eldad,

Thanks much. I'll add Eldad's info, and additional info as I get it from him.

I like to keep such info up to date for folks when they need it.  Some time 
ago, I got a kit to replace the woofer surround rings on a pair of "Large 
Advent" speakers I had bought at a swapfest.  The project turned out very 
well indeed, except for the fact that the speakers are from the 60's or so 
and were never really good.

At 02:25 PM 8/25/2004 -0400, RJ Mattson wrote:
>Roy
>Please add:  Eldad, K2AB of  "Sound Company" to the list. I have copied him,
>so
>he can contact you with additional info if needed.
>He is a full service shop i.e. meters, speakers to full tube radio repair.
>bob...w2ami
>
>----- Original Message -----
>From: "Roy Morgan" <roy.morgan@nist.gov>
>
> > Here are my collected speaker repair places:
> >
> >

- Roy Morgan, K1LKY since 1959 - Keep 'em Glowing!
7130 Panorama Drive, Derwood MD 20855
Home: 301-330-8828 Work: Voice: 301-975-3254,  Fax: 301-948-6213
roy.morgan@nist.gov --

------------------------------
Message-ID: <006a01c48ad6$126c2c10$5801a8c0@tricn.com>
From: "Joe Curry" <jjcurry@sbcglobal.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Crystal adapter
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 12:01:31 -0700
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Bob:

Contact JAN Crystals in Florida. They have some pins that slip over the HC-6
pins and make them fit the FT-243 sockets. I've purchased xtals from them so
equipped.

Joe

K3ICO
----- Original Message ----- 
From: "Bob Kemp" <bkemp@bobkemp.com>
To: "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Sent: 25 August, 2004 05:08 AM
Subject: Crystal adapter


> I'm in need of the little ceramic crystal adapter to take the HC-6 style
> crystal (small pins) and adapt it to the FT-243(.093 size pin) - spacing
> is the same on the two crystals.
>
> Thanks
> Bob
>
>
>

------------------------------
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 15:56:27 -0400
From: charlesmorris@direcway.com
Subject: Re: VOMs
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-id: <66e35e669e6d.669e6d66e35e@direcway.com>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-language: en
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT
Content-disposition: inline

>However, maybe I need to use *MY* Triplett model 666
>more often, since they are so devilishly handy in troubleshooting
>tube gear.
>Yep, I got one too. Nearly new in the box, guess the previous
>owner was afraid to use it.
>Tom NU4G

I bought mine new from Newark Electronics in 1981 for $96. Still have it, still use it. Not so much on electronic gear though, since the 1000 ohm/volt sensitivity (i.e 1 ma full scale) loads circuits a lot more than my 630's 20k/volt (50 ua). It's great in the garage and house wiring, though.

>Opinions are like you know what (and everyone has one) but I never liked 
>Triplett VOM's.  When they were still being sold new, for the same $ you could buy 
>a Simpson 260.
>Robert Downs - Houston

It's kind of like PC vs. Mac people :)
I never liked the number of banana jacks on the front of the 260 - you may not have to move the range switch but it sure seemed like the test leads had to be unplugged and reinserted frequently...at least for the kind of measurements I make.

-Charles
WB3JOK

------------------------------
Message-ID: <00cf01c48adf$a65d50d0$6901a8c0@office>
From: "Paul Christensen" <w9ac@arrl.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: VOMs
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 16:11:04 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

> >However, maybe I need to use *MY* Triplett model 666
> >more often, since they are so devilishly handy in troubleshooting
> >tube gear.

Another good VOM from that era is the Simpson 240 which is approximately the
same size and has a similar feature set as the Triplett 666.  Interestingly,
my 1947 Callbook lists the 240 model as the "Hammeter."

-Paul, W9AC

------------------------------
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Whole lotta nothin' - giveaway
Message-Id: <20040825202225.9766A5BBB@atlantic.ee.duke.edu>
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 16:22:25 -0400 (EDT)
From: rtg@ee.duke.edu (Rhett T. George)

 - Greetings -

The 21COP4, NOS in original carton, needs a new home.  Free.  No magnets 
included.  Pick up in Durham or I will deliver to Shelby.

Never used.  Just a whole lotta nothin' inside the envelope except for 
phosphor at one end and electron gun at the other.

73					Rhett - KE4HIH

------------------------------
Message-ID: <001d01c48aed$22fbdc30$94f02144@Denroom>
From: "b. smith" <smithab11@comcast.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Crystal Adapter
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 17:47:35 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Use the pins taken from a  tube that has gone South. See:

http://mywebpages.comcast.net/smithab11/HC6%20Conversion%20page.htm

73 Breck,k4che Dover, Delaware
Annt nutten in Dover except
Chickens, a NASCAR track,
and hams that can't solder
http://mywebpages.comcast.net/smithab11/
.

------------------------------
Mime-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <p06020407bd52bd40347e@[10.0.1.3]>
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 17:15:43 -0500
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Tom Norris <r390a@bellsouth.net>
Subject: Re: VOMs
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed"

Yea, very low resistance meter. Kind of wonder if it was
marketed toward electricians and auto mechanics. I do have
one of the things, but don't use it much at all - made a good
comeback to the original post, though.

I prefer the 260 as an analog meter, or better yet the
269 with the larger scale and 100k/v (I *think* I am
remembering the resistance of the 269 correctly.)
Also have a 263, a 20k/v version of the 269. Nice
large scale and easy to see.

On the small side the Triplett 310 isn't half bad
though, though I use mine mostly as an AC ammeter
with the adaptor attached.

I've got a moderate collection of VOMs, but most
of the time I use one of my Fluke meters except when
I need to see a peak/null or any sort of signal with
fluctuating voltage. Even the Fluke 87 with its bar
graph is practically useless when aligning radio gear.

Tom NU4G

>  >However, maybe I need to use *MY* Triplett model 666
>[snip]
>
>I bought mine new from Newark Electronics in 1981 for $96. Still 
>have it, still use it. Not so much on electronic gear though, since 
>the 1000 ohm/volt sensitivity (i.e 1 ma full scale) loads circuits a 
>lot more than my 630's 20k/volt (50 ua). It's great in the garage 
>and house wiring, though.
>

------------------------------
Message-ID: <000301c48aff$adace7e0$32b0e2d1@b1yhpg64>
From: =?iso-8859-1?Q?Andr=E9_Guibert?= <aguibert@sympatico.ca>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re : VOM's
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 19:59:33 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Bonsoir to All
What about the AVO.VOM AVO model 8Mk3 with still an AVO. Mk3 tube tester?
An Heath Kit V7A for delicate circuits.
Andre. WW2 Communication Equipment Collector as used by the Canadian Armed
Forces.
            Seperatits Mouvement Follower from Quebec, Canada


------------------------------
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 20:31:43 -0500 (CDT)
From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Crystal adapter
Message-ID: <Pine.OSF.4.58.0408252030570.521932@mail.aurora.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

On Wed, 25 Aug 2004, Joe Curry wrote:

> Contact JAN Crystals in Florida. They have some pins that slip over the HC-6
> pins and make them fit the FT-243 sockets. I've purchased xtals from them so
> equipped.

Just break off pins from an old octal based tube and slip them over the
pins.




                              Bob Roehrig
                    Aurora University    Telecom dept.
                    broehrig@aurora.edu    73 de K9EUI
                    630-844-4898      fax 630-844-4222
                    "Nostalgia is a thing of the past"

------------------------------
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 20:42:14 -0500 (CDT)
From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: VOM's
Message-ID: <Pine.OSF.4.58.0408252036430.521932@mail.aurora.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII


I absolutely hate the SImpson 260. I have had several over the years.

1) the cases break easily
2) they always have intermittent connections on the battery, especially
the low ohms range so you never know if it is still zeroed or not.
3) The AC voltage calibration sucks.

I have always preferred a Triplett (sorry mine does not have a model
number but is basically a 260 clone). But my suprlus ME-70C is outstanding
for durability and accuracy.

                              Bob Roehrig
                    Aurora University    Telecom dept.
                    broehrig@aurora.edu    73 de K9EUI
                    630-844-4898      fax 630-844-4222
                    "Nostalgia is a thing of the past"

------------------------------
Message-ID: <412D3F1B.8060901@erols.com>
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 21:38:35 -0400
From: Mike Steussy - AE4R <ae4r@erols.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Need National NC-300/400 cabinet
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; format=flowed
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Ahoy, again!  Thanks to those who responded to my message last week 
inquiring about an NC-300 case to use with my newly-acquired NC-400. 
One member pointed out the NC-400 won't fit as it has a chassis that is 
5-6 cm (over an inch) deeper than the NC-300 cabinet.  In spite of this, 
several members encouraged me to continue my efforts to find the NC-300 
cabinet and modify it to allow the NC-400 to slip in and stick out the 
back.  This realistically assumes that I won't easily find an actual 
NC-400 cabinet and that NC-300 cabinets from parted out or junked 
original receivers are probably out there.  So that's my goal and if you 
have one that you'd allow me to buy, please contact me direct.

Thanks also to those who shared their knowledge of the NC-400 receiver. 
  Back in 1997, when swapping messages about the NC-183D on this list, I 
noticed the schematic diagram of the NC-400 looked like a more complex 
and modern version of the earlier NC-183D.  The IFs are the same and the 
tube line-ups are very similar.  The NC-400 has more complex RF and IF 
sections, while the NC-183D has the push-pull 6V6 audio loudenboomer. 
That comparison led me to suspect that the NC-400 was National's last 
version of the proven design that appears to have originated in the 
NC-173.  Looking at my copy of Moore's Communications Receivers, 3rd 
Ed., I see the NC-183D was sold from 1952 to 1958.  Sure enough, the 
NC-400 is listed as being sold from 1959-1964.  Does anybody have 
insight on this?  At any rate, both the 183D and the 400 are very nicely 
built radios.  I'll get back to the list when I have the NC-400 back on 
the air.

73, Mike Steussy  AE4R
Vienna Virginia USA


------------------------------
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 22:33:42 -0400 (EDT)
From: stuck in 50s <polepeeg@ba-watch.org>
Message-Id: <200408260233.i7Q2XgAa015315@fracas.netboobie.org>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com
Subject: Re: Reconing Speakers - Advent poo poo

Roy you said....

> the (big Advent) speakers are from the 60's or so and were never 
  really good.

Roy of Ky, there are gobs of tune-heads that'll disagree with you on that.
Disagree big-time.

Advent is where my hero Henry Kloss went after Acoustic Research.  Those
Advents have chest-pounding bass that few room-sized speakers can attain.

And you can buy new editions for a ~$900 ea. today.

But they do take some drive power & homebrew SET (single-ended-triode) designs
can't approach what's needed.

I've a couple fed w. 30-watt Macs & that's just barely enuf.  Enuf to 
make my kid's jaws drop on Blondie, "Heart of Glass."

Reconing.  Call Wizard in Atlanta, ask for Robert Cunningham, & use me as a 
referral.  Extra FB work.


  Marty

------------------------------
Message-Id: <5.2.1.1.0.20040825230911.00a62e30@mail.sssnet.com>
Date: Thu, 26 Aug 2004 00:03:58 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: w8au@sssnet.com
Subject: Re: VOM's
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

At 09:42 PM 08/25/2004, Bob Roehrig wrote:

>I absolutely hate the SImpson 260. I have had several over the years.
>
>1) the cases break easily
>2) they always have intermittent connections on the battery, especially
>the low ohms range so you never know if it is still zeroed or not.
>3) The AC voltage calibration sucks.

Your description sounds like a Radio Shack "Realistic" VOM when
compared to a Simpson 260.   :-)

I cannot corroborate your experience.

My first job in the Aerospace industry (entry level) was to do 30 day 
calibration
tests (and repair if necessary) on ALL Simpson 260's (and others) in the 
plants
at Goodyear Aerospace Corp, Akron.       (Now part of Lockheed-Martin)

(This lab also tested every Tek or HP scope, HP counters, Fluke 
differential VMs,
digital meters of all types, etc)

I sat in front of a huge RFL meter test panel, with every functional test known
to man, to certify VOMs to specified accuracy as per DOD and NASA requirements.

Simpson 260's were the majority, but there were mirror-backed models and some
VTVMs, plus some Triplett 630's and others.  There were about 300-350 VOMs
in the five plants comprising Goodyear's facility.
I came away with a healthy respect for the 260, that continues to this 
day.  Mainly
because of it's ruggedness compared to others.

There were occasional "out of spec" ranges, which were repaired by 
replacing the
specific wirewound resistor, but the majority of repairs were to the X1 
ohms range
because someone had smoked the calibrating resistor by accidentally putting 
the leads
across a voltage source.  (haven't we all been guilty of that?)    :-)

The only other tempermental range was the 10 amp position, which added a
copper shunt bar to the circuit.   This required moving the connection tap 
on the bar
to get the full-scale range back in specs.

We also did the "meter balance" test by first reading the meter while on 
it's back, then
sitting it upright vertical, then tilting it left by 45 degrees, and then 
right by 45 degrees.
Any out of balance meters required opening up the meter and adjusting
the balance weights on the D'Arsonval movements.  This was done maybe 5% of 
the time
or less, and the problem was no doubt due to dropping the meter on the deck!

We did replace cases, but this was rare.  And almost all of the 260's had 
just the carry strap
across the top, not the big case with the roll-top front.  I think the 
ruggedness was due
to the round corners as opposed to the square corners of other brands.

The 260 is not perfect, of course, and the most annoying thing to me is 
trying to read
13.8 volts DC on the 50 volt scale....  it's OK, but I defer to a digital 
meter if I need
accuracy.

On the whole, the 260, IF TAKEN CARE OF, (including removing old batteries 
before
they leak) has been one of the best general purpose meters ever.....
and sales figures probably verify this.

I have three of them yet....  two old ones with the pin tip jacks  and one 
late model with
banana jacks       (and I've never been able to break one)   :-)

FWIW,

Perry    w8au




------------------------------
Mime-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <p06020407bd5316d612ee@[216.175.103.97]>
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 21:26:16 -0700
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net>
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed"

Folks,

Personally, I never liked the Simpson 260 because the ranges are not 
wisely chosen.  I mean, 2.5 / 10 / 50V--how are you gonna diagnose 
flaky automotive voltage regulators with that? The Triplett 630 is 
much better in this respect, and I have two variants of that.

THE VOM I have had the longest is a high-end Lafayette instrument 
that when last checked against my Fluke 87 was still quite accurate. 
I bought it new in 1966 fro $20.

Another favorite, and the only one at my bench, is the Simpson 
262-very large meter and many ranges.

At the bench are a Fluke 87, Heath FET-VTVM for aligning or varying 
voltages or for watching two things at once together with the Fluke, 
and the Simpson 262.

Peace,

Scott

------------------------------
From: WA5CAB@cs.com
Message-ID: <15.31525624.2e5ecb35@cs.com>
Date: Thu, 26 Aug 2004 01:12:21 EDT
Subject: Looking for Change 1 to TM 11-5820-277-35
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; boundary="part1_15.31525624.2e5ecb35_boundary"


--part1_15.31525624.2e5ecb35_boundary
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Groups,

The basic TM covers O-330A/FR (the TMC VOX-?, maybe -5).  Change 2 covers 
changes to the 4th Echelon Testing Procedures for both the A and the B models.  
So I surmise that Change 1 must cover differences in the B model.  If anyone 
holds one, please contact me.

I'd also be interested in the other TM's in the series, the -12, -10P, -20P 
and -35P.  I have the -35.

Robert Downs - Houston
<http://www.wa5cab.com> (Web Store)
<wa5cab@cs.com> (Primary email)
<wa5cab@houston.rr.com> (Backup email)

--part1_15.31525624.2e5ecb35_boundary
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
*         ---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED---            *
*     This post contains a forbidden message format       *
*  (such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting)  *
*    Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT    *
* If your postings display this message your mail program *
* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting  *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

--part1_15.31525624.2e5ecb35_boundary--

------------------------------
Message-ID: <00af01c48b2b$9cecb670$19e47443@KB6NAX>
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: VOM's
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2004 22:14:44 -0700
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

My main gripe with the Simpsons is their sorta banana jacks.  Regular
banana's get scrunched in them.  The shorty Simpson test leads don't stay in
regular banana jacks.  Lashing a 260 into a test mess is always a challenge.

Glad I learned to stick with VTVM's since my Heath V7A.  Can't cork screw
the needle.

Arden Allen
KB6NAX

------------------------------
Message-Id: <6.0.1.1.2.20040826062158.01bb3ca8@admin.muohio.edu>
Date: Thu, 26 Aug 2004 06:24:21 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: "James C. Garland" <4cx250b@muohio.edu>
Subject: Re: VOM's
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

At 12:03 AM 8/26/2004, you wrote:
>At 09:42 PM 08/25/2004, Bob Roehrig wrote:
>
>>I absolutely hate the SImpson 260. I have had several over the years.
>>
>>1) the cases break easily

Wasn't there a problem about 5-10 years ago with a bunch of new replacement 
cases for the Simpson 260 being defective?  I vaguely recall they were 
excessively brittle, or something like that caused them to break easily. I 
used to use 260s years ago and always liked them, though I too found them 
prone to battery corrosion.

73,
Jim Garland W8ZR'' 

------------------------------
Date: Thu, 26 Aug 2004 07:28:06 -0400 (EDT)
From: stuck in 50s <polepeeg@ba-watch.org>
Message-Id: <200408261128.i7QBS68t018641@fracas.netboobie.org>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Reconing Speakers - Advent poo poo

Methinks I omitted an important Henry Kloss career stop.  He was the 
first initial in KLH & that's where he roosted between AR & Advent.

And "tune heads" shudda been "tone heads."  Mea Culpa

Neat to get a couple of Advent support e-notes.  I keep a Henry Kloss
"entertainment shrine."  A AR amp*, a KLH 18 germanium FM stereo tuner, 
& 2 "smaller Advents" with the "Barberella plastic cabinets."  Listening 
to NPR while I type.

After Advent came Boston Acoustic & finally Tivoli.  There's a Tivoli 
FM radio in the 'shrine,' but no Boston Acoustic.

The gear all sits shelved over my next favorite 'looker.'  A Hallicrafters
SX-9.

Another tip.  Ya oughta know the re-coners get their supplies at 
Audiolab in Doraville, GA - home of the Atlanta Rhythm section.

   Marty

*outputs are xfrmr-driven RCA forerunners of 3055s.  Allegedly designed by
 Kloss' AR partner, Vilchur.

------------------------------
Message-ID: <00b401c48b6b$42ccdc20$6901a8c0@office>
From: "Paul Christensen" <w9ac@arrl.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: VOM's
Date: Thu, 26 Aug 2004 08:50:26 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

> I absolutely hate the SImpson 260. I have had several over the years.
> 2) they always have intermittent connections on the battery, especially
> the low ohms range so you never know if it is still zeroed or not.

This parallels my experience with many Simpson 260 models.  The root-cause
appears to be with the battery connections and poor contact conductivity on
the small DC/AC/OFF switch.  Exercising the switch before use seems to help.
Has anyone had long-term success in cleaning the switching contacts with
Caig De-Oxit?

I rarely use the 260 except when I'm making rough audio measurements, where
the 260's dB scale has some limited value with dynamically changing audio.
For most measurements, I use a Fluke 77 or 8060A.

-Paul, W9AC

------------------------------
Date: Thu, 26 Aug 2004 08:05:29 -0500 (CDT)
From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@aurora.edu>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: your mail
Message-ID: <Pine.OSF.4.58.0408260804580.225353@mail.aurora.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

On Wed, 25 Aug 2004, Scott Robinson wrote:

> Folks,
>
> Personally, I never liked the Simpson 260 because the ranges are not
> wisely chosen.  I mean, 2.5 / 10 / 50V--how are you gonna diagnose
> flaky automotive voltage regulators with that? The Triplett 630 is
> much better in this respect, and I have two variants of that.

That's another point I forgot to mention earlier. I totally agree!



                              Bob Roehrig
                    Aurora University    Telecom dept.
                    broehrig@aurora.edu    73 de K9EUI
                    630-844-4898      fax 630-844-4222
                    "Nostalgia is a thing of the past"
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Message-Id: <6.1.2.0.0.20040826092016.01b80538@vuse.vanderbilt.edu>
Date: Thu, 26 Aug 2004 09:23:01 -0500
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu>
Subject: VOMs, VTVMs
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

Kinda surprised with all this talk about meters that no one has mentioned 
the Eicos with the giant 7" meter.  I built one when I was 14 and still use 
it.  I checked it a couple of years ago and replaced some "1%" resistors, 
but it compares favorably with a Fluke now.  What the hey, nearly all of 
the kit VTVMs used essentially the same circuit.  Can't beat that giant 
meter for peaking IFs, and it is a boon to these old eyes.

A. B. Bonds
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